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Expertsto debate lift in school leaving age

Sarah Price Education Reporter
March 16, 2008

NSW teenagers could be forced to remain at schatill 18
to give them skills for life in the 21st century.

A summit in Sydney tomorrow will debate the berebf raising the compulsory school leaving age, and
incorporating more TAFE studies, apprenticeshipgank into the school program.

In January the NSW Government said it would looka#ing the school leaving age from 15 to reatdrget of
90 per cent of students completing year 12.

The last time the NSW school leaving age was raigasiin 1943.

The Government released a discussion paper witbrepincluding raising the age students stay abaicbr in
compulsory training to 16, 17 or 18. Associatedatamal training - such as in hospitality, tradesourism -
could also be expanded.

Teenagers could then have the opportunity to stith traditional school subjects or combine pamédischool
with training or work.

"The Premier has announced his intention to cortkalcommunity about a historic change, recognighad
school leavers require higher level skills in tHstcentury to maximise their life opportunitieEducation
Minister John Della Bosca said.

The Government's paper will be discussed tomorrotveaSchool Leaving Age Summit at the TAFE Ultimo
campus.

Speakers include Professor Margaret Vickers froendhiversity of Western Sydney, Neil Dodimead otiSgy
City Toyota, Commissioner for Children and Youngple Gillian Calvert, NSW Secondary Principals' @oil
president Jim McAlpine, Wyndham College studentjBirin Brown, NSW Federation of Parents and Citizens
Associations president Dianne Giblin, Sydney Chanob€ommerce executive director Patricia Forsyihei-E
apprentice Assari McPhee and school students,dirgjwustin McMahon, Elise Wood, Andrew Bryan aretha
Mourad.

"Research shows that students who stay longehabsceceive higher wages, have less unemploynheatigthou
their lives and are more likely to go on to furtiseudy,” Mr Della Bosca said. "We live, work andhgeete in a
global economy and our students have higher expecsaas they enter the workforce.”
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